A sudden death case from retropharyngeal abscess.
A sudden death case, a 21-year-old man, from retropharyngeal abscess is reported. It seemed to be caused by an injury in the posterior wall of the pharynx by an ingested foreign body. Because he had never consulted a doctor, it had grown large in several days and ruptured into the pharynx, and he died suddenly from airway obstruction by the inhaled pus.